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UI Sustainability 
Updates and Opportunities



Current Projects



Sustainability Office Focus 

Waste and 
landscape/biodiversity

Energy and water

2023 2024



Composting
• $90K DEQ grant launched our campus-wide 

initiative

• Expect to divert ~60% of what we are 
currently sending to the landfill

• In-vessel unit allows for quick, low-
maintenance conversion of food waste and 
woodchips into organic compost





Greenhouse Gas Inventory
• Comprehensive report of the university’s 

emissions from fiscal year 2023

• Renewable energy projects decreased 
purchased energy

• Will be used to assess progress towards 
carbon neutrality
• ~15% reduction in emissions in equivalent sources 

vs FY 2019



Water Conservation & 
Management Plan
• Campus plan to address our region’s critical 

water crisis

• Recommendations for improvements in 
outdoor and indoor water systems

• Drought and infrastructure contingencies



STARS Platinum
• Sustainability Tracking & Assessment Rating 

System

• Recently earned a Gold Rating

• Pursuing Platinum, an elite rating that only 8 
U.S schools have achieved



Faculty Engagement



Faculty Resources
Palouse Project 

◦ Faculty workshop on integrating sustainability curriculum across 
disciplines

◦ Prepare faculty to submit course proposals for the Sustainability 
Certificate 

Mini-Lectures
◦ Pre-made lectures (10-slides) on various topics relating to sustainability 

at the University of Idaho
◦ Available for download on our website



Ways You Can Support Sustainability
(And Help Us Earn Our STARS Platinum Rating)

Develop Courses Related to Sustainability
◦ 82% of departments currently have at least one course related to 

sustainability
◦ Participate in the Sustainability Certificate – applications for inclusion in 

‘26 catalog due September 6th!

Include Service-Learning in Your Courses
◦ Volunteering of any kind will help us improve our overall rating



Questions?
SDAWSON@UIDAHO.EDU
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